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Resolved Since Last Review / L

English: The capital requirement conflict is
resolved. SAR 30 million applies only to the
Trading license
(wholesale/retail/distribution/e-commerce) —
and confirmed again just now: most service-
sector licenses (consulting, IT, education,
healthcare-adjacent services) have largely



waived minimum capital requirements entirely
for foreign investors. The full government
process chain is also now confirmed: MISA
(investment license) — Saudi Business Center
(commercial registration) = ZATCA (tax) —
Qiwa (workforce/Saudization) — Balady
(municipal license) — bank account —
operations.
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A Business Idea Not Yet
Explored — Worth Adding to the



Inquiry

English: Given the education/service licensing
category is confirmed open (100% foreign
ownership, largely waived capital), and given
Saudi Arabia's rapidly rising female workforce
participation (already exceeding original Vision
2030 targets), a genuinely unexamined idea is
a licensed nursery/early childcare center. This
wasn't researched in depth this session and
should be raised directly:
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English:



* Is nursery/childcare a MISA-open service
activity for 100% foreign ownership, or does
it carry its own separate nationality-
restricted licensing layer (similar to real
estate or recruitment)?

e Which specific government body regulates
nursery/childcare quality and safety
standards (Ministry of Human Resources
and Social Development, Ministry of
Education, or another), and what does that
licensing process involve?

» Are there Saudization staffing requirements
specific to childcare that would affect
hiring?
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Additional Question Found
Missing — Entrepreneurial
License Route

English: MISA also offers an Entrepreneurial
License, designed for startups backed by an
accredited incubator or university program,
typically faster and with lighter capital
requirements than the standard service
license. This wasn't raised before and is worth
asking about directly:

e Would any of the businesses discussed
(caregiver training, Al go-to-market/BD,
freight coordination) qualify for this lighter-
weight route if backed by a Saudi incubator
(e.g., a Monsha'at-linked program)?

e What incubator/university partnerships
currently exist that a first-time foreign
entrepreneur could realistically access?
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Complete Question List (19 core
questions, unchanged from last
review, plus the 2 new items
above)

A. Foundational / Company Structure —
Syl ISy & Les sl



1. EN: Confirm current MISA negative list in
full, and confirm which businesses
discussed sit clearly outside it. | AR: .l
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2. EN: Confirm the SAR 500,000/waived-
capital vs. SAR 30 million distinction
applies as researched, and confirm
classification for each specific idea. | AR:
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3. EN: Confirm realistic end-to-end timeline
and cost for MISA + CR registration in 2026
given the new Commercial Register Law. |
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4. EN: Does tourist-visa status affect ability to
register/own a company or hire a Saudi
manager remotely? | AR: 5.l dl> 4385 Jo
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5. EN: At what point does obtaining Saudi
residency become necessary rather than
optional? | AR: &8yl xead dl>ya o 5
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B. Commercial Agency / Distribution —
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6. EN: Is the 2022 draft amendment allowing
foreign commercial agents currently in
force? | AR: si1 2022 alo) 7 yidall Liaedl Jo
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7. EN: Does operating as a direct
importer/reseller (not an appointed agent)
avoid Commercial Agency Law regardless
of exclusivity? | AR: £5b/syg2uaS Jasll o
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8. EN: What protections exist if a
manufacturer bypasses a distributor after
market development? | AR: &> Luall OLlasdl b

Sl 53l yysked a5y ¢ 35all ptall 3ol 13]

C. Recruitment / Caregiver Placement —
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9. EN: Is the 3-year track record (or foreign-
firm threshold) for the manpower license
still current? | AR: &lgw &M Byl byas o
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10. EN: Is receiving a placement fee as an
unlicensed sourcing partner to a licensed
company illegal? | AR: cabs55 aguy a5 Jo
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D. Real Estate — lasl!

11. EN: Can a 100%-foreign company hold a
FAL license via an employed (not
partnered) Saudi manager? | AR: :Sas o
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12. EN: What are the finalized Eastern Province
foreign-ownership zones and repatriation
rules? | AR: P dsledl %,,,ofﬂl clladl 3blia o Lo
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E. Training Academy — o yall dasslsi



13. EN: Confirm MISA + TVTC process/timeline
and whether hybrid delivery needs separate
NELC accreditation. | AR: Jguxg duac 4Sbs
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14. EN: Confirm HRDF subsidy limitations and
ask about broader-eligibility alternatives. |
AR: szl 5ylgall daid garo pes 3948 A SB
ol dilaly Play e Jlsulls (Baa).

F. Anti-Concealment — yi.cll 45855

15. EN: What documentation proves a genuine
(non-sham) partnership or employment
relationship? | AR: o Al Slaczuall Lo L
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G. Data Protection — &ULJ! dslas>

16. EN: What PDPL obligations apply to
referring patient cases or supporting third-
party Al health tool adoption without
storing data? | AR: Lla> sl Slal3dl L
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17.

18.

19.

Forward-Looking — d=llxi

EN: Best way to get efficient periodic legal
updates as regulation keeps changing? |
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EN: Does UK investor involvement or
promotion later trigger separate UK (FCA)
advice needs? | AR: Jlya| cogrug o
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EN: What dispute resolution mechanism
should be specified in every contract from
the outset? | AR: cou 4l Olelidll J> 4T b
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I. New — Nursery/Childcare — : 3.
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20.

See dedicated section above. | awdll yail
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J. New — Entrepreneurial License Route
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21. See dedicated section above. | gl ybl
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Pressure Test — Pass One

English: Checked this list against everything
researched for gaps: the nursery idea and
entrepreneurial license route were genuine
omissions from earlier lists, now added. No
other unexamined business category emerged
as clearly relevant to your stated skills and
interests without requiring entirely new
research from scratch. The list is
comprehensive relative to everything actually
discussed, not exhaustive of every conceivable
Saudi business — that distinction is worth
being honest about.
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Pressure Test — Pass Two

English: Re-examined for redundancy and cost
efficiency, since you're being charged for this
meeting: questions are grouped by legal
mechanism (ownership, agency, recruitment,
real estate, training, concealment, data,
forward-looking) rather than by business idea,
so the lawyer can answer once per mechanism
rather than once per idea — this should reduce
actual billable time, not just look thorough on
paper. One honest limitation restated: this
document maximizes what a search-based
research process can prepare; it cannot
replace the lawyer's own judgment on how
these mechanisms interact in practice, which
is precisely what you're paying for.
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