                                             AREF BAKARE ( LLM, BL,LLB)
                                                    Mobile: +14438137468
                                                E-mail: arefbakare@gmail.com

PERSONAL
Date of Birth: 20 April 1982
Dual Nationality: American and Nigerian
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
Contentious
.  Conducted several prison reform programs benefitting indigent inmates.
. Well experienced in conducting various forms of ADR and adept in managing international       cross border disputes.
Non-Contentious
. Strong experience in advising on Shipping contracts, international trade contracts, energy (particularly oil and LNG, offshore, environmental pollution, fisheries).
. Founder and President of AMRI (African Maritime Rescue Initiative) in 2019.
. Qualified as a Nigerian Lawyer (2011) and advised on Nigerian Law and International Maritime Law.
. Top leadership award in managerial and sales development in commercial retail.

WORK EXPERIENCE
LIDLUS, Arlington Virginia
Manager February 2020- July 2023
. Managed and supervised over 30 employees while consistently exceeding KPI’s by 15%.
. Increased team productivity by over 10 % through implementation of workflow process.
. Successfully managed an annual budget of $7 million resulting in cost savings.
. Supervised the training and coaching of upper management and associates.
. Established professional relationships with vendors that increased referrals by a significant margin.
NIGERIA MARITIME AND SAFETY AGENCY (NIMASA), Lagos, Nigeria
Attorney. March 2016- November 2019
. Drafted and negotiated complex maritime contracts, including charter party agreements, bills of lading, Vessel sales and shipbuilding contracts.
. Represented domestic and international clients, including vessel owners, insurers and P&I  clubs in a broad range of maritime disputes.
. Assisted in conducting maritime safety and security initiative programs that helped develop the welfare of seafarers and harbor workers.
. Acting for Nigerian Energy firm against Malaysian Shipyard.
AGHAHOWA AND CO
Attorney, January 2012- December 2015
. Drafted several legal documents in relation to property law (eviction notices, power of attorney, Landlord-Tenants agreement)
. Registered several Partnerships, LP, LLP with the appropriate government agency
. Demonstrated exceptional time management and organization skills.
. Provided court room litigation and advocacy for clients on various legal issues.
EDUCATION
Bar Admission
Sitting for the New York Bar Examinations, July 2026
Admitted to Practice in Nigeria, 2011
Qualifications
2024   LLM (Master of Law- Maritime Law) University of Miami School of Law, Florida
2011   BL (Bachelor of Law) Nigeria Law School, Abuja Nigeria
2008.  LL.B (Juris Doctor Equivalent) University of Maiduguri, Borno State. Nigeria
In Progress
Fellow of Chattered Institute of Arbitration, FCIArb 
Singapore Chamber of Maritime Arbitrators 
Membership
AMRI: Founder and President of African Maritime Rescue Initiative
NMA: Member, Nigeria Maritime Association
SKILLS
Legal Expertise: Admiralty and Maritime Law, Jones Act, SOLAS, MARPOL, UNCLOS
Computer: Proficient in Word, Windows and Excel 
Litigation Support: Westlaw, LexisNexis, Document Review, E-Discovery, Pleadings, Contracts
Languages: Fluent in English and beginner in Arabic

.




